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RIGHTS OF MAN. 



CONCLUSION. 

REASON and Ignorance, tlie oppofites of each other, in. 
Alienee the great bulk of mankind. If eiilier of thefc can be ren" 
dered fufficiently extenfive in a country, the madiinery of Govern, 
ment goes eafily on. Reafon obeys idelf ; and Ignorance fubmits 
to whatever is dictated to it. 

The two modes of Government which prevail in the world, are 
frjfy Government by election and reprdentation : Secondly, Go! 
vernment by hereditary fucceirion. 1 he former is generally 
known by the name of republic; the latter by that of monarchy 
and ariftocracy. 

1 hole two diftinCl and oppofite forms, ereCt tliemfelves on the 
two diltiiiCt and oppolite bales of Reafon and Ignorance. — As the 
exercife of Government requires talents and abilities, and as talents 
and abilities cannot >have lieredilary defeent, it is evident that 
hereditary fuccellion requires a belief from man, to which ins rea- 
fon cannot fubferibe, and which can only be eftablilhed upon his 
ignorance ; and the more ignorant any country is, the better it is 
fitted for this fpecies of Government. 

On the contrary, GdN^ernment in a well-conflituted republic, re- f 
quires no belief from man beyond what his reafon can give. He 
Xht rationale o^ the wliole lyftem, its origin and its operation; 
and as it is beft fupported when bert: underflood, the human facul- 
ties aCl with boldnefs, and acquire, under this form of Govern- 
ment, a gigantic manlinefs. 

As, therefore, eacli of thofe forms aCls on a different bafe, the 
one moving freely by tlie aid of reafon, the other by ignorance; 
we have next to confider w hat it is that gives motion to that fpe- 
cies of Government which, is called mixed Government, or, as it 
is fbmetimes ludicroufly fliled, a Govewiment of this, that, and 
t'other. 

The moving power in this fpecies of Government, is of neceffity, 
Corruption. However imperfeCf eleClion and reprefentation may 
be in mixed Governments, they If ll give exercife to a greater por- 
tion of reafon than is convenient to the hereditary part ; and tliere- 
fore it becomes necelfary to buy the reafon up. A mixed Govern- 
ment is an imperfeCl: every-thing, cementing and foldering the dif- 
cordant parts together by corruption, to act as a whole. Mr. , 
Burke appears highly difgufled, that France, fince fhe had re- i 
folved on a revolution, did not adopt what he calls A Britijb t 

Conjiitution \ ” and the regretful manner in w'hich he exprelTes 
liimfclf on this occafion, implies a fufpicion; that the Britifli Con- 
' flitution needed fomething to keep its defects in countenance, i 

In mixed Governments there is no refponfibility : the parts cover 
each other till ref ponfibility is lull j and the corruption which moves 
the machine, contrives at the fame time its own elcape. Whenit 
is laid down as a maxim, that a King can do no ^orong, it places 
him ill a flate of fimilar fecurity with that of ideots and perfons 
infane, and rcfpom'ibility is out of the queflion with refpedl to him- S 
fell. It then dei'cends upon the Minifler, who fhelters himfelf C 
under a majority in Parliament, which, by places, penfions, and J 

corruption, | 
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corruption, he can alw'ays command ; and that majority juflifies 
jtfeif by the fame authority witlvwiiich it prote6ls the Miiiifter. In 
this rotatory motion, refponfibility is thrown off from the parts, 
and from the whole. 

When there is a Part in a Government which can do no wrong, 
it implies tliat it does nothing; and is only the machine of another 
power, by whofe advice and dlre61;ion it a6ts. What is fuppofed 
to be the King in mixed Governments, is the Cabinet; and as 
the Cabinet is always a part of the Parliament, and the members 
judify in one character what they advife and a6l in another, a 
mixed Government becomes a continual enigma; entailing upon a 
country, bv the quantity of corruption necelfary to folder the parts, 
the expeace of fupporting all the forms of Government at once, 
and finally refolving itfelf into a Government by Committee ; in 
which the advifers, the adtors, the approvers, the juftifiers, the 
perfons refponfible, and the perfons not refponfible, are the fame 
perfons. 

By this pantomimical contrivance, and change of fccne and clia- 
rafter, the parts hdo eacli other out in matters which neither of 
them fingly would alfnme to a(5t. When money is to- be obtained, 
the mafs of variety apparently diffolves, and a profulion of parlia- 
mentary praifes piaffes between the parts. Each admires wath 
aflonifliment, the w’ifdom, the liberality, the difmtereflednefs of the 
other ; and all of tiiem breath.e a pitying ligh at tire burthens of the 
Nation. 

But in a well-conflitutioned republic, nothing of this foldering, 
praifing, and pitying, can take place ; the reprefentation being 
equal throughout the country, and complete in itfelf, however it 
may be arranged into legiflative and executive, they have all one 
and the fame natural fource. The parts are not foreigners to each 
other, like democracy, ariflocracy, and monarchy. As there are 
no difeordant diflindlions, there is nothing to corrupt by compro- 
mife, nor confound by contrivance. Public meafures appeal of 
themfelves to th6 umjerflanding of the Nation, and, refling on their 
own merits, difown^ny flattering application to vanity. The con- 
tinual wliine of lamenting the burden of taxes, however fuccersfully 
it may be practifed in mixed Governments, is incohfiflent with the 
fenfe and fpirit of a republic. If taxes are neceflary, they are of 
courfe advantageous ; biituf they require an apology, the apology 
itfelf implies an impeachment. Why tlien is man thus impofed 
upon, or why does he impofe upon himfelf ? 

When men are fpoken of as kings and fubjefts, or when Govern- 
ment is mentioned under the diftinft or combined heads of monar- 
chy, ariflocracy, and democracy, what is it that reafoning man is 
to Linderfland by the terms ? If there really exifled in the wmrld 
two or more diflinft and leparate elemetits of human power, we 
lliould tlien fee thfe feveral origins to which thole terms would de- 
fcriptively apply : but as there is but one fpecies of man, there can 
be but one element of .human power, and that element is man 
himfelf. Monarchy, ariflocracy, and democracy, are but creatures 
of imagination ; and a tlioufand fuch may be contrived, as well as 
three. 
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